
 

 

 

To the Indiana University Community, 

 The Residence Halls Association is committed to the betterment of the IU campus through 
programs, education, and policies designed to create a welcoming, open environment for all students. 
At our most recent General Assembly meeting, held on January 14, 2015, members voted on proposals 
for SPECTRUM, a LGBTQA-focused thematic community, gender-blind housing, and debated whether or 
not Residential Programs & Services should consider retaining Chick-Fil-A in the Wells Library. 

 Patrick Connor, Executive Director of RPS, informed RHA that Sodexo, current operator of dining 
services at the IMU and the Wells Library, will relinquish the Cyber Café operation to RPS. As such, 
Patrick Connor and RPS plans to introduce several new food concepts at the venue; retaining Chick-Fil-A 
was a central point of discussion. Sodexo will relocate Chick-Fil-A to the IMU food court, potentially 
resulting in two locations on campus.  

 Contrary to miscommunications and misconstructions made by various news sources, RHA did 
not vote to remove Chick-Fil-A from campus. Rather, RHA decided, in a vote of 9-18-0, that Chick-Fil-A 
should remain under Sodexo’s management at the IMU, for a variety of reasons. As the body 
responsible for the housing, feeding, and care of over 10,000 students yearly, RPS is an organization that 
must consider all aspects of business decisions before moving forward. However, this decision was not 
made solely because of Chick-Fil-A’s supposed homophobia or intolerance. 

Rather, this decision resulted from various considerations, including location and popularity. 
With the construction of IU’s new Global & International Studies building, directly neighboring the Wells 
Library, RHA believes that it would better serve the campus to consider more ethnically diverse food 
options. Also, RHA believes that having two Chick-Fil-A locations on campus is unnecessary and instead 
would like to bring unique dining options to the venue. While we appreciate public debate and 
discussion on various issues, RHA is focused on making decisions that better our campus. While 
individual members expressed concern over Chick-Fil-A’s political history, RHA as a whole makes 
business decisions, not political opinions.  We stand by our recommendation.  

 

Sincerely,  

The Indiana University Residence Halls Association 

 


